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The finest fort in the Deckan, is the
strong-hold of Purtabghur, situated on the
summit of a Ghaut, over-looking the Ma-
habuleshwar hills, and the splendid scenery
of the Southern Concan. Within the fort,
is a temple of considerable sanctity, annu-
ally visited by the Rajah of Sattara. On
the occasion of this spot being made a place
of royal pilgrimage, it was, until a few
years past, customary to offer up a human
sacrifice to the dreaded goddess of destruc-
tion. The history connected with the fort is
singular and horrible. Sevajee, the licen-
tious son of a Mahratta chief, chafing at
paternal control, abandoned his father's
dependants, and gathering an armed force,
scoured the valleys of the Concan, in search
of plunder; opposed at length by the prince
Abdullah Khan, Sevajee built and fortified
Purtabghur, taking refuge in it for himself
and followers. Abdullah encamped below
its frowning battlements, trusting to force
the submission of his antagonist; famine,